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WORDS OF INSPIRATION FROM THE

DISTRICT COMMISSIONER

HOPE THIS MESSAGE FINDS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY, SAFE AND HEALTHY!

SLOUTING 1S DEFINED TO BE A MOVEMENT OF YOUNG PEUPLE, SUPPORTED BY ADULTS. HENCE | STROMGLY
BELIEVE THAT INVOLVING. EMGAGING AMD EMPOWERING YOUNG PEQPLE IN THIS GREAT MOVEMENT, 15 OME OF
COUR PRIME RESPONSIBILITIES AS ADULT LEADERS IN THE MOVEMENT. GIVEN THIS BACKDROR, IT IS WITH GREAT
HRICE THAT | PEN BDUWHN THIG MESSAGE OF INSPIHATICN FOE THE 15T YOLUME OF YPULSE, THE OFFRCLAL
NEWSLETTER OF COLOMBD SCOUT DISTRICTS OFFICIAL YOUTH BOEY WHICH 15 THE COLOMBO SCOUT YOUTH
ADVIBORY G -'L_JI_.'I'—'

AS MANY OF YO ARE AWARE THE COLOMBO DISTRICT HOSTED THE 2ND COLOMBO SCOUT YOUTH FORUM [N
IANUARY THIS YEAR AND THE ABOVE MENTIONED COLOMBO SCOUT YOUT! I .l-r'l'n.-l':li_}f-t‘-' GROLUP WAS f_'_r_ TED AT
THE FORUM TO FUNCTION AS THE OFFICIAL YOUTH BOOSY OF THE DISTRICT AMD FACILITATE THE IMPLEMENTATICHN
OF THE 20 FORUM RECOMME hnﬂ ONS FOUR MONTHS AFTER THE YOUTH FORLUM, IT WAS WITH GREAT
CATISFACTION THAT | READ THE AMAL DRAFT OF THIS MEWSLETTER, WHICH HIGHLEGHTS THE GREAT WORK THAT
CUR YOUTH aDVIS "' RY GROUP HAS DONE DURING THEIR FIRST FOUR MOKNTHS 1IN OPERATION, | AM SLIRE THIS
MEWSLETTER '.--.lull. [ EMLIGHTEN ¥OL ©ON THE THOUGHTFUL, INKRCWVATIVE AMD IMPACTFRUL WOREK THE GROUP HAS
DOME DURIMG THE LAST FOUR MONTHS

AT THIS TIME, | WISH TO COMGRATULATE THEM ON THE INITIATIVES & PROJECTS THAT THEY HAVE COMPLETE
SUCCESSFULLY AMD WISH THEM ALL THE VERY BEST IN THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS!

YOURS [N SCOUT SERVICE
AMIL ABEYSUNDARA
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2" Colombo Scout Youth Forum

Scouting is a grassroots educational youth movement that is truly bottom=-up in its structure
and approach in engaging young peocple from all over the world. World Scouting today is o
confederation of 171 Natienal Scout Organizations in a network of over 54 million members. In
this light the concept of Youth Forum has been promoted by the World Organization of Scout
Movement to create a platform for the young scouts to get together to meet new friends, share
experiences- views on scouting and contribute new ideas to the Movement on how to ennch
educational programs for young people.

Colombeo District Branch of Sri Lanko Scout Association [SLSA) tock a giont step forward in
scouting in Sri Lanka by initiating the first ever District Youth Forum for the Senior Scouts and
Rover Scouts, in the year 2015, Marking the 5th anniversary of this historic moment, Colombo
District Branch organized the Znd Colombo Scout Youth Forum from 10th to 12th January 2020
at 5. Thomas College, Mt. Lavinia under the theme 'Future Reody’. 50 Scouts from 18 Scout
Troops and Rover Crews attended this Youth Forum.

The forum presented 20 recommendations to the Colombo District Branch after discussing on
multiple topics based on Input Sessions covering Better World Framework initiatives such as
Messenger of Peace, World Scout Environment Programme and HeForShe Initiatives and other
Input Sessions such as Entrepreneurship & Innovation, Sustainoble Development Goals,
Supporting marginalized communities, innovative leadership, responsible use of Social Media,
etc. The CS5YF programme also included entertainment elements such as a DJ Night and a
Talent Night aond a Outdoor Team Building Session,
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We thonk everyone who contributed in
making CSYF a huge success including the
Warden and Staff of 5. Thomas' College,
M1, Lavinia, Listrict Commissioner,
Chairman = EXCO and all other district
officials, all speakers, participants, thair
parents and Scout Masters and last but not
least, the Planning Team of CSYF
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CHAMOD visHvAJITH
CHAIRMAN

43RD COLOMBO

THE REAL SRI LANKAN MUDALALI

SAVIRU _AYASINGHE

VICE CHAIRMAN - COMMUNICATIONS
40TH COLOMBO

ALWAYS COOL AND CALM DESPITE ALL
THE DRAMA THAT SURROUNDS

m.s. UBAIDURRAHMAN

VICE CHAIRMAN - TROOP & CREW ENGAGEMENT
1NTH COLOMBO

A GOOD PLANNER, BUT NOT WHEN IT COMES TO
THE DIET

DWAIN BERNARD
SECRETARY

30TH COLOMBO

HIS PEN IS FASTER THAN FLASH
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THEVINU SENARATNE

TREASURER

21ST COLOMBO

SHAGGY IS OUT HERE WITHOUT SCOOBY

NILUKSHAN KRISHNARAM
ROVER REPRESENTATIVE

75TH COLOMBO

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN HIM NOT

TALKING?

JANUD uUTHSALA

ROVER REPRESENTATIVE

35TH COLOMBO

A BOSS BABY SWIMMING SINCE '02

LAVIN CHANIDU

MEMBER

57TH COLOMBO

PARACHUTE MAN RUNNING ON
THE ROAD
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NISIN WEERAKOON

MEMBER

10TH COLOMBO

POPEYE THE SAILOR, SAILS TO ASIA

TALHA naZIM

MEMBER

5TH COLOMBO

HAVE THE MOST CRAZIEST IDEAS
AND NO FEAR CONQUERING THEM

CHANUPA ArRAMBALA
MEMBER

35TH COLOMBO

A KETTLE SITTING ON ICE TO BOIL

SANDARU ADHITYA

MEMBER

76TH COLOMBO

FRED FILSTONE IS BASED ON HIM
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CSYAG Advisory Team

Mr. AMIL ABEYSUNDARA
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER

=

Ief’ '
Mr. SUPUN JAYALATH LN
ADC - ROVERS AND YOUTH ENGAGEMENT / ., .
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Mr. DUSHYANTHA vITHANAGE
ADVISOR

Mr. ANDREW BERNARD
COORDINATOR

Mr. SHEHAN sALEEM
COORDINATOR
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Troop Leaders and Rover Mates
Meetings

CSYAG introduced a Monthly Meeting for all the Troop Leaders and Rover Mates in Colombo
from the month of February 2020. This Monthly Troop Leaders and Rover Mates Meeting will be
held on every 3rd Wednesday of the month at the Colombo Scout HQ from 3 pm - 4 pm. The
objectives of hosting the meeting are as follows:

11 Create a two-way communication channel between the District Branch and the Troop
Leaders / Rover Mates where the District Officials communicate details of the upcoming district
activities and initiatives as well as the representatives from Troop and Crews get the
opportunity to give feedback on the same and ralse their concerns on Scouting.

2] Create a networking platform for the Troop Leaders and Rover Mates in the district to share
ideas, experiences and colloborate on projects.

3) Give an opportunity for the Troop Leaders and Rover Mates to get involved in organizing
district activities and initiotives.

4) Enhance their knowledge on relevant subject matters through the 30 minutes Knowledge
Sharing Sessions' that would be conducted at the mesting.

This meeting attended by represantotives from 25 Scout Troops and Rover Crews featured an
Introduction to the WOSM Youth Engagement Policy in Scouting and Colombo District’s Youth
Engogement Action Plan by Mr. Supun Jayalath, Speech and announcements by the District
Commissioner - Mr. Gihan Amil Abeysundara, Announcements on upcaming District activities by
Event Crganizers and an introduction to SDGs and Better World Framework by District MOP
Coordinator - Mr. Miral Privanga.

The ‘Knowledge Sharing Session for the month wos conducted by ADC Mr. Dharshano
Ranatunga on the topic 'Four Tips o improve your Public Speaking Skills' and the toplc was
selected based on CSYF Recommendation Number 12
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26 Scout Troops aond Rover Crews were represented in this virtual meeting and during the
knowledge sharing session Dr. Shantha Hettiorachehi spoke on the topic "Your mental health
matters now mone than ever’,

Afterwards, District Commissionar Mr. Amil Abeyvsundara updated the Troop Leaders and Rover
Mates on current measures taken by the District in coping with the giobal pandemic. He was
accompanied by ADC Programmes Mr. Geeth Raomesh, ADC PR/Media and Web development
Mr. Miral Privanga and ADC Rovers and Youth Engagement Mr, Supun Jayalath whera thay
shared their inputs and answered the gquestions raised by the representatives, Also, the troops
and crews were given opportunities to update everyone present on their upcoming special
projects. Later, CSYAG Chairman Chamodh Vishvajith updated the representatives regarding
the events carried out by the CSYAG for the last four months

Hugrri Sarp

if you are a TL and RM in Colombo and stlll haven't joined any of the Troop Leaders and Rover
Mates Meeting contact our Vice Chairman - Troop and Crew Engagement
Senlor Scout M.5. Ubaldurrahman on 077 $00 5330

Bone @eman -
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HeForShe Workshop

The Colombo Scout Youth Advisory Group
(CSYAG] hosted a HeForShe Workshop in
partnarship with the United Nations Population
Fund {UNFPA) and UN Women on Sundaoy, 8th
March 2020 from 730 a.m. to 1230 p.m. at the
United Mations Compound, Colombo with the
participation of about 20 Senior Scouts and
Rovers aged between 15 and 24 years.

The workshop was organized to coincide with
the International Women's Day falling on 8th
March and aligned with the ‘Better World
Framework' adopted by World Organization of
the Scout Movement globally through its NSOs,
of which HeForShe is one kay initiative. Tha
workshop included an introduction to the
Batter World Framework & HeForShe Concept
followed by input sessions, interactive
activities and discussions on topics such a
gender equality & rights, sexual & reproductive
health, etc.

EQUAL

ENABLED

W
#{HeForShe

o
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E00D HEALTH 5 GENDER
AND WELL-BEING EQUALITY
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The Project Chairman Rover Scout
Nilukshan Krishnaram and the entire
CSYAG would like to extend our
sincere gratitude to UNFPA and UN
Women for partnering with us and
providing us with the resource
personnel, educational material
and the venue to make this
workshop a success. Alsc a big
thank you to all the Scouts and
Rovers who participated as well as
their Parents and Scout Masters.
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Stay at Home Challenge

Being early adopters to the new normal, CSYAG aorganized o

new Digital Challenge for the Scouts of the Colombo District in

order to get them energized and keep them engoged with ﬂ_“;'m_;m
Scouting whilst they were at home in lockdown due to the b
COVIDI? pandemic. AORED AT i,

HERE I5 A CHALLENGE FOR
ALL COLOMBO EII;GUTS:'

15 exciting tasks were introduced through the Actionbound
Mabile App covering multiple educational objectives. Over 100
scouts participated in this challenge which took ploce from
the 23rd of March to the 30th of March 2020.

The winners were judged based on the quality maintained in
completing the tasks as well as the time token by the
individual Scout to finish the challenge from the time he/ she
started it. All participants who completed the Challenge were
awarded a 'Certificate of Participation'.

We wish to thank oll paorticipants, their Scout Masters /
Madams and specially their parents for supervising the Scouts
whilst they engaged in the Challenge from home.

WINNERS

Champlen

Mathula Mavaratne - 32nd Colombo

15t Runnar-up

H. G. Hasaru Damsara - 43rd Colombo

2t Bunmer-up

M.N.M Zaild - 11th Colombo

Tecop wiih tha Highest Mumbss of Complsted Pertcioants

14th Colombo
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Colombo Scouts Virtual Avurudu

CSYAG tock great pride in launching the first ever
Virtual Avurudu Celebrations in Srl Lankan Scouting
history! The objective of the project was to take the
Sinhala and Tamil New Year spirit to the homes of
our Scouts, as we could not aorganized the Colembo
Scouts Avurudu Uthasawaya on 4th April at Thurstan
College Grounds as planned earlier.

The Colombo Scouts Virtual Avurudu included seven
(7} Avurudu games which were digitally odopted and
was lounched on 7th April 2020, The creatively
crafted digital games attracted thousands of Cubs
and Scouts in Colombo and was conducted through
the CSYAG Facebook page until 12th April 2020. The AW AT
games rmeached its peak when over 3000
porticiponts engaged in the Final of the Virtuol
Tug-of-War.

10th Colombo (©) 50th Colombo

Virtual Tug of War Final Results
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Lasantha Edirisuriya
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The project was chaired by the CSYAG Vice
Chairman, Senior Scout M5, Ubaidurahuman
and we wish to thank participants, their
Scout Masters / Madams and specially their
parents for supervising the Scouts whilst they
engaged in the Avurudu Games from home,

Bmo que® moow @05 ® Brmb
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Online Course on Proffessionalism
and Business Etiqutte

This Online Course on Professionalism and Business Etiquette was organized exclusively for the
CSYAG memibers in order to improve the day to day skills that they would require in functioning
as the official Youth Body of the Sri Lanka Scout Association — Colombo District Branch.

The Online Course comprised of the 10 modules stated below;

*Intreduction to the Online Course

Letter writing

«Email Etiquette

-Role of a Secretary

* Role of a Chairman

«How to raise funds for a project

*How to represent an organization publicly
« Personal social media best practices

-CV writing

«Facing an Interview

o -

a8 ocsas

and was held over 2 weeks including 4 assessments and 10 lectures. Mr. Senaka De Fonseka, the
Chairman - Executive Committee of the Sri Lanka Scout Association - Colombo District Branch
and Former Hony. Secretary of the Executive Committee Mr. Nooranie Muthaliph facilitated the
modules.

YAG Representations

We as a Group is proud to announce the
representations of our fellow members at District
and Mational Events,

* Our Member, Sanior Scout Nisin Weerakoon
parformead an Piagno instrumental ot the Virtual
Campfire organized by the Colombo Rovers.

* Qur Chairman Chamod Vishvajith and Member
Nilukshan Krishnaram participated in the virtual
meating held to droft the National Youth
Involvernent Policy of the an Lanka Scout
Association, representing the District together with
the District Commissioner and ADC — Rovers &
Youth Engagement,

[ P ) NS



y JAN - APR 2020

CSYAG Meetlngs

After the CSYAG was initiated, 5 meetings were held from January to April in order to discuss
our future initiotives / projects and also to evoluate our completed initiatives / projects, Thase
meetings help us bond together as a team and deliver our best to the movement

nm 7] cayng_t
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Up Coming Excitment

Project Sauber Grow Green
A Community Sarvice Project Waard Ervingnmant Day
Celetrotions

From the Desk of
Vice Chairman - Communications

Hope this message finds you and your family well in the prevalling situation

As Vice Chairman — Communications of CSYAG, | consider it my duty 1o give
you an update about the Communication Strategy of CSYAG. Since day
one, we os a group has been kean on driving our communications strategy
predominantly via digital media.

We first created a Focebook Page in order to bring details of our projects
and initiotives to your digital screens and within a very short span of time
we 05 o team were oble to goin ovar 2500 likes to our page. Whilst
celebrating this milestone, we decided to hove our presence on Instagrom
as well. Now we are active on these two social media channels and you
can follow us on these channels to stay updated with our activities.

Also we hove created o WhotsApp Group for all Troop Leaders and Rover Mates in Colombo, so that we
and the District Officials have o direct line of communication with this very important groups
stakeholders. If you are a current TL or a RM in Colombo and is not a member of this WhatsApp group,
please fesl free to contact me on 077 743 053],

In addition to the above, our latest communication initiotive 5 what you are reading right now,; the
YPulsa Newslatter which gives you the PULSE OF YOUNG SCOUTS in the Colombo District. Hope you
enjoyed reading it as much as me and my team enjoyed presenting It 1o you,

Stay safe until we come to you with the nesxt volume of YPulse, the YAG MAG!

e 16







